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The technical details do not destroy the interest of the book and
add greatly to its value. Preachers and Sunday School teachers
will find it very useful. A. T. ROBERTSON.

Jewish and Christian Apocalypses. By F. Crawford Burkitt, M.A.,
D.D., Norrisian Professor of Divinity in the University of Cambridge.
The Schweich Lectures, 1913. London: Published for the British
Academy by Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 1914. 80 pp.
3s. net.

Prof. Burkitt has an informing lecture on the Apocalyptic
Idea, as it came to be developed from the Maccabean revolt to
the destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70. He shows how the
hopes of the loyal Jews were sustained by the apocalyptic writ
ings throughout this period of troublesome national life. Early
Christian sentiment attached itself to the Jewish apocalyptic in
preference to the Rabbinic view of the world and its future.
Christians found more inspiration in books like Enoch than they
did in endless discussions as to the ceremonial law. Orthodox
Judaism degenerated into Rabbinic legalism, while Christianity
went forth proclaiming the imminent return of the Christ and
the advent of a new era.

Prof. Burkitt naturally devotes much attention to the Book
of Enoch. He builds upon the work of Prof. Charles, the recog
nized master in apocalyptic studies, especially in all that per
tains to Enoch; but he does not hesitate to express an independ
ent opinion on questions of text and interpretation. r;rhe minor
Jewish apocalypses and the early Christian apocalyptic writings
receive brief mention in this interesting monograph.

The author displays commendable good judgment in refus
ing to condemn all apocalyptic writing as the work of fanatical
dreamers. He also declines to follow the critics who demand
logical consistency in all the details of the visions of the seers.

JOHN R. SAMPEY.

2. OLD TESTAMENT.

How to Study the Old Testament. By Frank Knight Sanders, Ph.D.,
D.D., President of Washburn College, Topeka, Kansas, and Henry A.
Sharman. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915. 64 pp.
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"The aim of this course of study is to enable each student to
gain a clear, comprehensive and proportionate knowledge of the
chief characters, events, movements and ideas represented by
Old Testament history, and to secure a bird's-eye view of Old
Testament literature and thinking." The method pursued is to
divide the course into 104 lessons, with Sanders' "History of the
Hebrews" and Kent's" Historical Bible" as the text-books. The
reader's attention is directed to certain important facts in each
lesson, and questions are asked with a view to bringing out the
main teachings of the various sections.

The obvious criticism of this method of study is that the Old
Testament itself is relegated to a secondary place. It is our firm
conviction that the American Standard Bible is the best text
book for the study of the Scriptures in a large way. Manuals
may aid greatly; but they ought not to be substituted for the
Bible itself, not even when they have liberal excerpts from the
Scriptures as a basis for the discussions of the text-books.

JOHN R. SAMPEY.

The Testing of a Nation's Ideals. Israel's History from the Settle
ment to the Assyrian Period. By Charles Foster Kent, Ph.D., Litt. D.,
Woolsey Professor of Biblical Literature in Yale University, and Jere
miah Whipple Jenks, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Government and Direc
tor of the Division of Public Affairs in New York University. New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915. 149 pp.

The present is a time of searching into ideals of national life
and the best means of attaining them. Professors Kent and
Jenks have directed attention to the early national life of Israel
as presented in the Hebrew Scriptures. The treatment is modern
in every sense of the word. It is not necessary to agree with the
authors in all their critical views as to date and authorship of
Old Testament books to get great profit from such a study of
the ideals of ancient Israel. The supernatural in Israel's history
is reduced to a minimum, but the moral and spiritual truths re
ceive adequate recognition, and the application of principles to
our own political problems is often quite felicitious.

JOHN R. SAMPEY.
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